
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photographs of the Sanctuary and Altar of Mater Misericordiae Mission, December 21, 2010. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Mater Misericordiæ (Mother of Mercy) Mission glorifies God, uniting its members in faith, hope and  
charity through confession of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Faith and through participation in  
the Sacraments and Traditional Rites of the Missale Romanum of 1962, under the governance of the 

Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix and the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter. 

Pastor: Rev. Fr. Joseph Terra, FSSP     Assistant: Rev. Fr. John Shannon, FSSP  

Office: 602-374-5067  Cell: 480-231-0573 (for urgent messages)  Fax:  602-466-1623    

Church: 1537 W. Monroe St. Phoenix, AZ 85007 Mail: 2312 E. Campbell Ave. Phoenix, AZ  85016 

Email: contact@phoenixlatinmass.org  Website: www.phoenixlatinmass.org 

Notitiæ 
December 26, 2010 

Sunday Masses 

Propers: 
Readings: 

Sunday Within the Octave of the Nativity, Class II, White 
Galatians 4: 1-7; St. Luke 2: 33-40 

  
Intentions: 

9:00 am Low Mass; 11:00 am High Mass at Mater Misericordiae Mission, Monroe St. Church 
9:00 am: Special Intention; 11:00 am: Pro Populo 

  
Intentions: 

10:00 am Low Mass at St. Cecilia’s, Clarkdale 
10:00 am: Pro Populo 

Weekday Masses 

At Mater Misericordiae Mission, Monroe St. Church 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 am and 6:30 pm, Saturday: 6:30 am and 8:00 am 

Monday, December 27 Thursday, December 30 

Propers: 
  
Readings: 

 
Intentions: 

St. John 
Apostle and Evangelist, Class II, White 

Ecclesiasticus 15: 1-4  

St. John 21: 19-24 
6:30am: Perpetua Copeland 

6:30pm: Kathy Gilloon 

Propers: 
 
Readings: 

 
Intentions: 

Sixth Day Within the Octave  
of the Nativity, Class II, White 

Titus 3: 4-7 

St. Luke 2: 15-20 
6:30am: Kathy Gilloon 

6:30pm: The Bright Family 

Tuesday, December 28 Friday, December 31 

Propers: 
  
Readings: 
 

Intentions: 

The Holy Innocents 
Martyrs, Class II, Red 

Apocalypse 14: 1-5 

St. Matthew 2: 13-18 

6:30am: Robert Burkharsmeyer 

6:30pm: Kathy Gilloon 

Propers: 
  
Readings: 
  

Intentions: 

Seventh Day Within the Octave  
of the Nativity, Class II, White 

Titus 3: 4-7 

St. Luke 2: 15-20 

6:30am: The Bright Family 

6:30pm: Dr. Jeffrey Steier + 

Wednesday, December 29 Saturday, January 1 

Propers: 
  
Readings: 

 
Intentions: 

Fifth Day Within the Octave  

of the Nativity, Class II, White 
Titus 3: 4-7  

St. Luke 2: 15-20 

6:30am: Roberta Mack 
6:30pm: Kathy Gilloon 

Propers: 
 
Readings: 

 
Intentions: 
 

Octave-Day of the Nativity 
Class I, White 

Titus 2: 11-15 

St. Luke 2: 21 
6:30am: Dr. Jeffrey Steier + 

8:00am: Virginia P. Guenther + 

Confessions 
At MMM Monroe St. Church: Mon-Sat: 15 minutes before each Mass. Saturdays: 3:30-4:30 pm.  

Sundays: 8am, before the 9am Mass, between the 9am and 11am Masses, and after the 11am Mass.  

At St. Cecilia’s: Saturdays: 3-4 pm. Sundays: Before the 10am Mass. Other times by arrangement. 



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 New Years Eve Holy Hour: 

The traditional New Year's Eve Holy 
Hour will begin at 11:30 p.m. on De-
cember 31st with the singing of the 

Te Deum in thanksgiving for the past 
year and conclude with the singing of 

the Veni Creator to ask God's bless-
ings on the new year. Attendance can 
merit a plenary indulgence. 

  A marathon, which begins at Wesley Bolin Plaza, 

will be taking place the morning of Sunday January 16. 
Information regarding Sunday Mass times for that day 
will be forthcoming. 

The Holy Innocents - from the Catholic Encyclopedia 

The children mentioned in St. Matthew 2:16-18: Herod 
perceiving that he was deluded by the wise men, was ex-
ceeding angry; and sending killed all the men children that 
were in Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, from 
two years old and under, according to the time which he 
had diligently inquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled 
that which was spoken by Jeremias the prophet, saying: A 
voice in Rama was heard, lamentation and great mourn-
ing; Rachel bewailing her children, and would not be com-
forted, because they are not. 

SUNDAY COLLECT. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions ac-
cording to Thy good pleasure: that we may deserve to 

abound in good works in the name of Thy beloved Son: 
Who with Thee liveth. 

 
SUNDAY EPISTLE: Galatians 4: 1-7 

 

Brethren, as long as the heir is a child, he differeth 

nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all: but is 
under tutors and governors until the time appointed by 

the father: so we also, when we were children, were 

serving under the elements of the world. But when the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent His Son, made 

of a woman, made under the law, that He might re-

deem them who were under the law, that we might re
ceive the adoption of sons. And because you are sons, 

God hath Sent the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 

crying: Abba, Father. Therefore now he is not a ser-
vant, but a son: and if a son, an heir also through God. 
 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: St. Luke 2: 33-40 

 
At that time Joseph and Mary the Mother of Jesus were 

wondering at those things which were spoken concern-

ing Him. And Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary 
His mother: Behold, this child is  set for the fall, and 

for the resurrection of many in Israel: and for a sign 

which shall be contradicted: and thy own soul a sword 
shall pierce, that out of many hearts thoughts may be 

revealed. And there was one Anna a prophetess, the 

daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was far 
advanced in years, and had lived with her husband 

seven years from her virginity. And she was a widow 

until fourscore and four years: who departed not from 
the temple, by fastings and prayers serving night and 

day. Now she, at the same hour, coming in, confessed 

to the Lord: and spoke of Him to all that looked for the 
redemption of Israel. And after they had performed all 

things according to the law of the Lord, they returned 

into Galilee to their city Nazareth. And the Child grew 
and waxed strong, full of wisdom: and the grace of God 

was in Him. 

 
PREFACE FOR CHRISTMAS 

 

It is truly meet and just, right and availing unto sal-
vation that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks unto Thee, O holy Lord, Father almighty and 
everlasting God.  Because by the mystery of the Word 
made flesh the light of Thy glory hath shone anew 
upon the eyes of our mind: that while we acknowledge 

Him to be God seen by men, we may be drawn by Him 
to the love of things unseen.  And therefore with angels 
and archangels, with thrones and dominions, and with 
all the heavenly hosts, we sing a hymn to Thy glory, 
saying without ceasing:   . 

 
FSSP PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
Dec. 26: Fr. Christopher Hathaway 
Dec. 27: Fr. Stephane Dupre' 
Dec. 28: Fr. Peter Byrne 
Dec. 29: Fr. Roberto Cano 
Dec. 30: Fr. Kenneth Fryar 
Dec. 31: HQ Staff 

]an. 1: Fr. Charles Ryan 

The Greek Liturgy asserts that Herod killed 14,000 boys (ton hagion id chiliadon Nepion), the Syrians speak of 64,000, 
many medieval authors of 144,000, according to Apocalypse 14:3. Modern writers reduce the number considerably, since 
Bethlehem was a rather small town. Knabenbauer brings it down to fifteen or twenty (Evang. S. Matt., I, 104), Bisping to 
ten or twelve (Evang. S. Matt.), Kellner to about six (Christus and seine Apostel, Freiburg, 1908); cf. "Anzeiger kath. Geis-
tlichk. Deutschl.", 15 Febr., 1909, p. 32. This cruel deed of Herod is not mentioned by the Jewish historian Flavius 
Josephus, although he relates quite a number of atrocities committed by the king during the last years of his reign. The 

number of these children was so small that this crime appeared insignificant amongst the other misdeeds of Herod. Mac-
robius (Saturn., IV, xiv, de Augusto et jocis ejus) relates that when Augustus heard that amongst the boys of two years and 
under Herod's own son also had been massacred, he said: "It is better to be Herod's hog [ous], than his son [houios]," al-
luding to the Jewish law of not eating, and consequently not killing, swine. The Middle Ages gave faith to this story; Abelard 
inserted it in his hymn for the feast of Holy Innocents: 

Ad mandatum regis datum generale  
nec ipsius infans tutus est a caede.  
Ad Augustum hoc delatum risum movit,  
et rex mitis de immiti digne lusit:  
malum, inquit, est Herodis esse natum.  
prodest magis talis regis esse porcum. 

(Dreves, "Petri Abaelardi Hymnarius Paracletensis", Paris, 1891, pp. 224, 274.) 

But this "infant" mentioned by Macrobius, is Antipater, the adult son of Herod, who, by command of the dying king was de-
capitated for having conspired against the life of his father. 

It is impossible to determine the day or the year of the death of the Holy Innocents, since the chronology of the birth of 
Christ and the subsequent Biblical events is most uncertain. All we know is that the infants were slaughtered within two 

years following the apparition of the star to the Wise Men (Belser, in the Tübingen "Quartalschrift", 1890, p. 361). The 
Church venerates these children as martyrs (flores martyrum); they are the first buds of the Church killed by the frost of 
persecution; they died not only for Christ, but in his stead (St. Aug., "Sermo 10us de sanctis"). In connection with them the 
Apostle recalls the words of the Prophet Jeremias (xxxi, 15) speaking of the lamentation of Rachel. At Rama is the tomb of 
Rachel, representative of the ancestresses of Israel. There the remnants of the nation were gathered to be led into captiv-
ity. As Rachel, after the fall of Jerusalem, from her tomb wept for the sons of Ephraim, so she now weeps again for the men 
children of Bethlehem. The ruin of her people, led away to Babylon, is only a type of the ruin which menaces her children 
now, when the Messias is to be murdered and is compelled to flee from the midst of His own nation to escape from the 
sword of the apparitor. The lamentation of Rachel after the fall of Jerusalem receives its eminent completion at the sight of 
the downfall of her people, ushered in by the slaughter of her children and the banishment of the Messias. 

The Latin Church instituted the feast of the Holy Innocents at a date now unknown, not before the end of the fourth and not 
later than the end of the fifth century. It is, with the feasts of St. Stephen and St. John, first found in the Leonine Sacra-
mentary, dating from about 485. To the Philocalian Calendar of 354 it is unknown. The Latins keep it on 28 December, the 
Greeks on 29 December, the Syrians and Chaldeans on 27 December. These dates have nothing to do with the chronologi-
cal order of the event; the feast is kept within the octave of Christmas because the Holy Innocents gave their life for the 

newborn Saviour. Stephen the first martyr (martyr by will, love, and blood), John, the Disciple of Love (martyr by will and 
love), and these first flowers of the Church (martyrs by blood alone) accompany the Holy Child Jesus entering this world on 
Christmas day. Only the Church of Rome applies the word Innocentes to these children; in other Latin countries they are 
called simply Infantes and the feast had the title "Allisio infantium" (Brev. Goth.), "Natale infantum", or "Necatio infantum". 
The Armenians keep it on Monday after the Second Sunday after Pentecost (Armenian Menology, 11 May), because they 
believe the Holy Innocents were killed fifteen weeks after the birth of Christ. 

In the Roman Breviary the feast was only a semi-double (in other breviaries a minor double) up to the time of Pius V, who, 
in his new Breviary (1568), raised it to a double of the second class with an octave (G. Schober, "Expl. rit. brev. rom.", 
1891, p. 38). He also introduced the two hymns "Salvete flores martyrum" and "Audit tyrannus anxius", which are frag-
ments of the Epiphany hymn of Prudentius. Before Pius V the Church of Rome sang the Christmas hymns on the feast of the 
Holy Innocents. The proper preface of the Gelasian Sacramentary for this feast is still found in the Ambrosian Missal. We 
possess a lengthy hymn in honour of the Holy Innocents from the pen of the Venerable Bede, "Hymnum canentes mar-
tyrum" (Dreves, "Analecta hymnica") and a sequence composed by Notker, "Laus tibi Christe", but most Churches at Mass 
used the "Clesa pueri concrepant melodia" (Kehrein, "Sequenzen", 1873, p. 348). At Bethlehem the feast is a Holy Day of 
obligation. The liturgical colour of the Roman Church is purple, not red, because these children were martyred at a time 
when they could not attain the beatific vision. But of compassion, as it were, towards the weeping mothers of Bethlehem, 

the Church omits at Mass both the Gloria and Alleluia; this custom, however, was unknown in the Churches of France and 
Germany. On the octave day, and also when the feast falls on a Sunday, the Roman Liturgy, prescribes the red colour, the 
Gloria, and the Alleluia. In England the feast was called "Childermas". 

The Roman Station of 28 December is at St. Paul's Outside the Walls, because that church is believed to possess the bodies 

of several of the Holy Innocents. A portion of these relics was transferred by Sixtus V to Santa Maria Maggiore (feast on 5 
May; it is a semi-double). The church of St. Justina at Padua, the cathedrals of Lisbon and Milan, and other churches also 
preserve bodies which they claim to be those of some of the Holy Innocents. In many churches in England, Germany, and 
France on the feast of St. Nicholas (6 December) a boy-bishop was elected, who officiated on the feast of St. Nicholas and 
of the Holy Innocents. He wore a mitre and other pontifical insignia, sang the collect, preached, and gave the blessing. He 
sat in the bishop's chair whilst the choir-boys sang in the stalls of the canons. They directed the choir on these two days 
and had their solemn procession (Schmidt, "Thesaurus jur eccl.", III, 67 sqq.; Kirchenlex., IV, 1400; P.L., CXLVII, 135). 
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