
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Mater Misericordiæ (Mother of Mercy) Mission glorifies God, uniting its members in faith, hope and  
charity through confession of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Faith and through participation in  

the Sacraments and Traditional Rites of the Missale Romanum of 1962, under the governance of the 

Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix and the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter. 

 

 
The angel Gabriel was sent from God into a city of Galilee, called Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a 

man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David: and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel be-

ing come in, said unto her: Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. Who 

having heard, was troubled at his saying and thought with herself what manner of salutation this should 
be. And the angel said to her: Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found grace with God. Behold thou shalt con-

ceive in thy womb and shalt bring forth a son: and thou shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great and 

shall be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of David his 

father: and he shall reign in the house of Jacob for ever. And of his kingdom there shall be no end. And 

Mary said to the angel: How shall this be done, because I know not man? And the angel answering, said 
to her: The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee. And 

therefore also the Holy which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And behold thy cousin 

Elizabeth, she also hath conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her that is called 

barren. Because no word shall be impossible with God. And Mary said: Behold the handmaid of the Lord: 
be it done to me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:26-38) 

The Annunciation by Anton Raphael Mengs (1728-1779) 

Pastor: Rev. Fr. Joseph Terra, FSSP           Associate: Rev. Fr. Kenneth Walker, FSSP 

Office: 602-253-6090    Cell: 480-231-0573 (for urgent messages)    Fax: 602-253-8013        

Church: 1537 W. Monroe St. Phoenix, AZ 85007  Mail: same as church address 

Email: contact@phoenixlatinmass.org  Website: www.phoenixlatinmass.org 

Notitiæ 
April 7, 2013 

Sunday Masses 

Propers: 
Readings: 

Low Sunday, Class I, White 

I John 5:4-10; John 20:19-31 

  
Intentions: 

9:00 am Low Mass; 11:00 am High Mass at Mater Misericordiae Mission, Phoenix 

9:00 am: Pro Populo; 11:00 am: Cami Dyer and Family 

  
Intention: 

9:00 am Low Mass at Saint Cecilia’s Mission, Clarkdale 
9:00 am: Pro Populo 

 Weekday Masses 

At Mater Misericordiae Mission, Monroe St. Church 

Monday-Friday: 6:30 am and 6:30 pm, Saturday: 6:30 am and 8:00 am 

Monday, April 8 Thursday, April 11 

Propers: 
  

Readings: 

 
Intentions: 

Annunciation of Our Lady 

Class I, White 

Isaiah 7:10-15 

Luke 1:26-38 

6:30am:  Joe Stark+ 

6:30pm: (High Mass) Souls in Purgatory 

Propers: 

 

Readings: 

 
Intentions: 

St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor 

Class III, White 

I Peter 5:1-4, 10-11 

Matthew 16:13-19 

6:30am: Elin Terra+ 

6:30pm: Souls in Purgatory 

Tuesday, April 9 Friday, April 12 

Propers: 
  

Readings: 

 
Intentions: 

First Sunday after Easter 

Class IV, White 

I John 5:4-10 

John 20:19-31 
6:30am: Mary Ellen Miller+ 

6:30pm: Souls in Purgatory 

Propers: 
  

Readings: 
 
Intentions: 

First Sunday after Easter 

Class IV, White 

I John 5:4-10 

John 20:19-31 
6:30am: Souls in Purgatory 

6:30pm: Souls in Purgatory 

Wednesday, April 10 Saturday, April 13 

Propers: 
  

Readings: 

 
Intentions: 

First Sunday after Easter 

Class IV, White 

I John 5:4-10 

John 20:19-31 
6:30am: Joseph Mundattuchundayil+ 

6:30pm: Elin Terra+ 

Propers: 

 

Readings: 

 
Intentions: 

 

St. Hermenegild 

Class III, Red 

Wisdom 5:1-5 

John 15:1-7 
6:30am: Souls in Purgatory 

8:00am: Souls in Purgatory 

Confessions 
At MMM Monroe St. Church: Mon-Sat: 15 minutes before each Mass. Saturdays: 3:30-4:30 pm.  

Sundays: 8am, before the 9am Mass, between the 9am and 11am Masses, and after the 11am Mass.  

At St. Cecilia’s: Saturdays: 3-4 pm. Sundays: Before the 9am Mass. Other times by arrangement. 



 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Reminder: Potluck next Sunday. 

 

 
 

 

FSSP PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

April 7: Fr. James Gordon 
April 8: Fr. John Lyons. OMV 
April 9: Very Rev. John Berg 
April 10: Fr. Joseph Lee 
April 11: Fr. Karl Marsolle 
April 12: Very Rev. Josef Bisig 
April 13: Fr. Michael Irwin 
 
 

St. Hermenegild—From Butler’s Lives of 

the Saints 
 

Leovigild, the Goth, king of Spain, had two sons by his 

first wife Theodosia, namely, Hermenegild and 
Recared. These he educated in the Arian heresy, which 

he himself professed, but married Hermenegild, the 

eldest, to Ingondes, a zealous Catholic, and daughter 
to Sigebert, king of Austrasia, in France. The grandees 

had hitherto disposed of their crown by election, but 

Leovigild, to secure it to his posterity, associated his 

two sons with him in his sovereignty, and allotted to 
each a portion of his dominions to inure them to gov-

ernment, and Seville fell to the lot of the elder. In-

gondes had much to suffer from Gosvint, a bigoted Ari-
an, whom Leovigild had married after the death of The-

odosia; but, in spite of all her cruel treatment, she ad-

hered strictly to the Catholic faith. And such was the 
force of her example, and of the instructions and ex-

hortations of St. Leander, bishop of Seville, that the 

prince became a convert; and, taking the opportunity 
of his father’s absence, abjured his heresy, and was 

received into the church by the imposition of hands, 

and the unction of chrism on the forehead. Leovigild, 
who was already exasperated against his son, upon the 

first appearance of his change, being now informed of 

his open profession of the Catholic faith, in a transport 

of rage divested him of the title of king, and resolved 
to deprive him of his possessions, his princess, and 

even his life, unless he returned to his former senti-

ments. Hermenegild, looking upon himself as a sover-
eign prince, resolved to stand upon his defence, and 

was supported by all the Catholics in Spain; but they 

were by much too weak to defend him against the Ari-
ans. The prince therefore sent St. Leander to Constan-

tinople, to solicit Tiberius for help. But he dying soon 

after, and his successor Maurice being obliged to em-
ploy all his forces to defend his own dominions against 

the Persians, who had made many irruptions into the 

imperial territories, no help was to be obtained. Her-

menegild implored next the assistance of the Roman 
generals, who were with a small army in that part of 

Spain, on the coast of the Mediterranean, of which the 

empire of Constantinople still retained possession. They 
engaged themselves by oath to protect him, and re-

ceived his wife Ingondes and infant son for hostages; 

but, being corrupted by Leovigild’s money, they basely 
betrayed him. (Continued on next page) 

SUNDAY COLLECT. 
 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we who have 
celebrated the Paschal Feast, may, by Thy bounty, retain its 

fruits in our daily habits and behavior. Through our Lord... 

 

SUNDAY EPISTLE: I John 5:4-10 
 

Dearly beloved: Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the 
world. And this is the victory which overcameth the world: 
Our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? This is he that came 

by water and blood, Jesus Christ: not by water only but by 
water and blood. And it is the Spirit which testifieth that 
Christ is the truth. And there are Three who give testimony 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost. And 

these three are one. And there are three that give testimony 
on earth: the spirit and the water and the blood. And these 
three are one. If we receive the testimony of men, the testi-
mony of God is greater. For this is the testimony of God, 

which is greater, because he hath testified of his Son. He 
that believeth in the Son of God hath the testimony of God 
in himself. 

 
SUNDAY GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

 

At that time, when it was late the same day, the first of the 
week, and the doors were shut, where the disciples were 
gathered together, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood in the midst and said to them: Peace be to you. And 
when he had said this, he shewed them his hands and his 
side. The disciples therefore were glad, when they saw the 
Lord. He said therefore to them again: Peace be to you. As 

the Father hath sent me, I also send you. When he had said 
this, he breathed on them; and he said to them: Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost. Whose sins you shall forgive, they are for-

given them: and whose sins you shall retain, they are re-
tained. Now Thomas, one of the twelve, who is called Didy-
mus, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disci-
ples therefore said to him: We have seen the Lord. But he 

said to them: Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails and put my finger into the place of the nails and put 
my hand into his side, I will not believe. And after eight 
days, again his disciples were within, and Thomas with 

them. Jesus cometh, the doors being shut, and stood in the 
midst and said: Peace be to you. Then he said to Thomas: 
Put in thy finger hither and see my hands. And bring hither 
the hand and put it into my side. And be not faithless, but 

believing. Thomas answered and said to him: My Lord and 
my God. Jesus saith to him: Because thou hast seen me, 
Thomas, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not 
seen and have believed. Many other signs also did Jesus in 

the sight of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
But these are written, that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God: and that believing, you may have 
life in his name. 

Leovigild held his son besieged in Seville above a year, until Hermenegild, no longer able to defend himself in his 

capital, fled secretly to join the Roman camp; but, being informed of their treachery, he went to Cordova, and thence 
to Osseto, a very strong place, in which there was a church held in particular veneration over all Spain. He shut him-

self up in this fortress with three hundred chosen men; but the place was taken and burnt by Leovigild. The prince 

sought a refuge in a church at the foot of the altar; and the Arian king not presuming to violate that sacred place, 
permitted his second son, Recared, then an Arian, to go to him, and to promise him pardon, in case he submitted 

himself and asked forgiveness. Hermenegild believed his father sincere, and going out threw himself at his feet. Leo-

vigild embraced him, and renewed his fair promises, with a thousand caresses, till he had got him into his own camp. 

He then ordered him to be stripped of his royal robes, loaded with chains, and conducted prisoner to the tower of 
Seville, in 586, when the saint had reigned two years, as F. Flores proves from one of his coins, and other monu-

ments. 

 There he again employed all manner of threats and promises to draw him back to his heresy, and hoping to 
overcome his constancy, caused him to be confined in a most frightful dungeon, and treated with all sorts of cruelty. 

The martyr repeated always what he had before wrote to his father: “I confess your goodness to me has been ex-

treme. I will preserve to my dying breath the respect, duty, and tenderness which I owe you; but is it possible that 
you should desire me to prefer worldly greatness to my salvation? I value the crown as nothing; I am ready to lose 

sceptre and life too, rather than abandon the divine truth.” The prison was to him a school of virtue. He clothed him-

self in sackcloth, and added other voluntary austerities to the hardships of his confinement, and with fervent prayers 
begged of God to vouchsafe him the strength and assistance which was necessary to support him in his combat for 

the truth. The solemnity of Easter being come, the perfidious father sent to him an Arian bishop in the night, offering 

to take him into favour, if he received the communion from the hand of that prelate; but Hermenegild rejected the 
proposal with indignation, reproaching the messenger with the impiety of his sect, as if he had been at full liberty. 

The bishop, returning to the Arian king with this account, the furious father, seeing the faith of his son proof against 

all his endeavours to pervert him, sent soldiers out of hand to dispatch him. They entered the prison, and found the 

saint fearless and ready to receive the stroke of death, which they instantly inflicted on him, cleaving his head with 
an axe, whereby his brains were scattered on the floor. St. Gregory the Great attributes to the merits of this martyr 

the conversion of his brother, King Recared, and of the whole kingdom of the Visigoths in Spain. Leovigild was stung 

with remorse for his crime, and though by God’s secret, but just judgment, he was not himself converted, yet, on his 
death-bed, he recommended his son Recared to St. Leander, desiring him to instruct him in the same manner as he 

had done his brother Hermenegild—that is, to make him a Catholic. This saint received the crown of martyrdom on 

Easter-Eve, the 13th of April. His body remains at Seville. St. Gregory of Tours observes, that whatever guilt this 
holy king and martyr incurred by taking up arms against his father, this at least was expiated by his heroic virtue 

and death. Before St. Hermenegild declared himself a Catholic, the persecution was raised with great violence 

against the Goths, who embraced the orthodox faith of the Trinity, and many lost their goods, many were banished, 
and several died of hunger, or by violence. St. Gregory of Tours ascribes not only the death of St. Hermenegild, but 

also this whole persecution, chiefly to the instigation of Gosvint. 

 St. Hermenegild began then to be truly a king, says St. Gregory the 

Great, when he became a martyr. From his first conversion to the true faith, it 
was his main study to square his life by the most holy maxims of the gospel. Yet, 

perhaps, whilst he lived amidst the hurry, flatteries, and pomp of a throne, his 

virtue was for some time imperfect, and his heart was not perfectly crucified to 
the world. But humiliations and sufferings for Christ, which the saint bore with 

the heroic courage, the fidelity, and perfect charity of the martyrs, entirely broke 

all secret ties of his affections to the earth, and rendered him already a martyr in 
the disposition of his soul, before he attained to that glorious crown. Christ 

founded all the glory of his humanity and that of his spiritual kingdom, the salva-

tion of the universe, and all the other great designs of his sacred incarnation, 
upon the meanness of his poor and abject life, and his ignominious sufferings 

and death. This same conduct he held in his apostles and all his saints. Their 

highest exaltation in his grace and glory, was built upon their most profound hu-
mility, and the most perfect crucifixion of their hearts to the world and them-

selves; the foundation of which was most frequently laid by the greatest exterior 

as well as interior humiliations. How sweet, how glorious were the advantages of 

which, by this means, they became possessed, even in this life! God making their 
souls his kingdom, and by his grace and holy charity reigning sovereignly in all 

their affections. Thou hast made us a kingdom to our God, and we shall reign, 

say all pious souls to Christ, penetrated with gratitude for his inexpressible mercy 
and goodness, with esteem for his grace and love alone, and with a contempt of 

all earthly things. They are truly kings, depending on God alone, being in all 

things, with, inexpressible joy, subject to him only, and to all creatures, purely 
for his sake; enjoying a perfect liberty, despising equally the frowns and the flatteries of the world, ever united to 

God. The riches of this interior kingdom, which they possess in Christ, are incomprehensible, as St. Paul assures us. 

They consist in his grace, light, science of divine things, true wisdom, and sublime sentiments of his love and all vir-
tues. In this kingdom, souls are so replenished with the fulness of God as St. Paul expresses it, that they can desire 

no other goods. This is to be truly rich. Joy and pleasure are possessed in this kingdom. The solid delight, sweetness, 

comfort, and peace, which a soul relishes in it, surpass all the heart can desire, or the understanding conceive. Last-

ly, all worldly splendour is less than a dream or shadow, if compared to the dignity, glory, and honour of this happy 
state. Thus was St. Hermenegild a great king in his chains. We also are invited to the same kingdom. 


